Amended 3/27/18

Adopted 3/27/18

Amended 3/27/18


Introduced by Council President Brosche and amended on the Floor of Council: 

RESOLUTION 2018-133-A
A RESOLUTION FINDING A NEED FOR AN EXAMINATION OF THE JACKSONVILLE CITY GOVERNMENT’S OPENNESS, ACCESSIBILITY AND TRANSPARENCY TO ITS CITIZENS; CREATING A TASK FORCE ON OPEN GOVERNMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, a transparent and open government is an essential element of a free and democratic society, enabling citizens to exercise their civic duties of influencing legislation, holding government accountable, facilitating an informed public that supports public initiatives, and increasing public trust in government; and


WHEREAS, currently, the public engages with its government through phone calls, letters, e-mails, community meetings, and 3-minute public comment periods at City Council meetings, and  these methods often involve one-way communication to the legislators and not meaningful two-way dialogue on issues.  The public also engages with government through consuming media reporting on public sector activities, also one-way communication and not true engagement with representative government; and


WHEREAS, the legislative process is designed to allow direct public involvement through the typical 5-week cycle through which a piece of legislation must travel in the form of formal public hearings and opportunities for public participation and public comment, but these opportunities take place only at City Hall in the center of an 840 square mile city; often at committee meetings held during the normal business day; with the opportunity for public input on many items being at the discretion of the committee chair unless mandated by state law; and with the dates on which legislation will be debated in committee meetings requiring intense monitoring and being changeable with as little notice as finding out while sitting in a committee meeting that action on a particular piece of legislation has been deferred to a future date; and
WHEREAS, ultimately, government has a responsibility to represent the people and the people’s interests, and ensuring an open and transparent government is a basic building block to effective governance; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Task Force Created. The City of Jacksonville hereby establishes the Task Force on Open Government. A copy of the Council President’s Second Amended Charge Memorandum is attached hereto as Second Revised Exhibit 1, labeled as “Second Revised Exhibit 1, 2nd Rev Charge Memo, March 27, 2018 – Floor”. 
Section 2.

Membership of the Task Force on Open Government. The Task Force on Open Government shall be led by Hank Coxe and Dr. Sherry Magill as Co-Chairs, and shall consist of twelve members. A list of the members, who have wide experience and a variety of valuable perspectives on this issue, is contained in the Charge Memorandum attached hereto as Second Revised Exhibit 1, labeled as “Second Revised Exhibit 1, 2nd Rev Charge Memo, March 27, 2018 – Floor”.

 Section 3.
Scope of Task Force on Open Government. The Task Force shall undertake an in-depth review of Jacksonville’s legislative process and the methods by which the public accesses government; shall make recommendations for how the City of Jacksonville can be more open and accessible to the public, while maintaining a healthy perspective of the costs and benefits of such recommendations; and shall include in its recommendations suggestions for how the City of Jacksonville can institutionalize transparency.

Section 4.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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